
TOWN OF MARTELL 

October 12, 2021, meeting 
 

The regular monthly Town Board meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Tuesday, October 12, 

2021, by Board member John Worsing.  Supervisor Dale Olson, treasurer Heather Sitz and clerk 

Sara Cardwell were also present.  Chairman Taplin arrived late and joined the meeting at 7:20 

pm. 

 

Minutes:  Motion by Olson and seconded by Worsing to approve the minutes from the 

September 14, 2021, meeting.  Motion carried.   

 

Treasurer’s Report:  The board accepted the treasurer’s report with September disbursements 

of $51,232.84 and receipts of $1,113.00 for a month-end balance of $73,172.38.   

 

Payment of bills: Motion by Olson and seconded by Worsing to pay the September bills.  

Motion carried. 

 

Road Work:  Patrolman is mowing ditches (over ½ done) and patching.  Five tons of material 

was used to patch one mile on 530th Street.   

 

Employee’s report: The Patrolman performed 145 hours of road maintenance and 15 hours of 

road construction in September.    

 

Discuss Maintenance and Repair Issues: Need new recaps for old plow truck before winter.  

Bauer Built normally provides the tires.  Have not heard anything on the new pick-up truck yet.  

The old pickup is holding together.  Still need estimate for the work on the shop repairs.   

 

Discuss and Approve Driveway permits: Two driveway permits.  The first is for Dan Knutson 

in Martell.  It will be permit no. 2021-9.  There is an existing driveway there already that may 

have been previously permitted so no charge was assessed.  Worsing motioned to approve.  

Olson seconded it.  Motion carried.  The second will be permit no. 2021-10.  The Board has 

discussed this previously and did not believe a permit was necessary as the driveway is off a 

private road.  However, the County Land Management Office indicated the property owner 

needed a permit.  The property owner is Peter Glassbrenner.  The driveway is on the South side 

of 810th Avenue and 510th Street.  Olson made a motion to approve.  Worsing seconded it.  

Motion carried. 

 

Discuss and Take Action on readjusting ward boundaries because of 2020 Census – 

Ordinance No. 2021-04:  The new boundaries line up with the school district boundaries so all 

of Spring Valley and River Falls is in Ward 2 and all of Ellsworth school district is in Ward 1.  

This eliminates the need for five ballots in school district elections and lines up with the County 

Supervisor Districts.  All of Ward 2 is in Supervisory District No. 8 and all of Ward 1 is in 

Supervisory District 12.  Olson motioned to approve ordinance 2021-04.  Worsing seconded it.  

Motioned carried.   



Conditional Use Permit – Yunker for addition of a trailer house at N8224 650th Street:  

There was a trailer on the property, and it was removed.  Going to put trailer in same spot.  

Worsing moved to approve.  Olson seconded it.  Motion carried. 

 

Discuss and Take Action on Borrowing Resolution 2021-2 for loan with Board of 

Commissioners of Public Lands to pay the Scott Construction Road repair bill: 

Worsing made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2021-2, a BCPL borrowing resolution to 

obtain a loan with BCPL for the purpose of payment of the Scott Construction Road Repair bill 

in the amount of $95,478.00.  Olson seconded it.  Motion carried. 

 

Read correspondence: 

All Croix Inspection reported one permit and nine inspections for September.  The county 

reported one Martell Land Use Permit issued in September.  Received a letter from Stevens 

Engineers in Hudson that they are willing to do a one-hour free cost consultation about road 

projects that might be able to use the LRIP Grant program.  Martell will get LRIP funding in 

2022 in the amount of $25,041 for asphalt.  The Clerk mentioned that the proposed changes to 

the county’s solar code were available for review.  The Xcel Energy Conditional Use permit will 

be discussed at the October 20th Land Management Meeting.  

 

Date for next meeting:  Motion by Olson, seconded by Worsing to hold the next Board meeting 

on November 9, 2021.  Motion carried. 

 

Open discussion:   

Supervisor Worsing has been looking into the requirements for the American Recovery Act 

funding.  Will need to see what the revenues for 2022 are to see if the town has funds available 

to use.  For 2021, the town does not have lost revenue.  Need an ARA administrator.  The 

Chairman appointed John Worsing as administrator. 

 

Mark Faymoville of Mystical Rose Gardens stated his concerns with the county line road.  A 

solution is needed to solve the dust issue.  Mark would like it seal coated.  Mark would like 

Martell to work with the Town of Rush River but the Town of Rush River is in a different 

County.  Mark believes there is far too much traffic on the road for the road’s condition.  Three 

mornings a week county trucks drive by but do not appear to have a destination other than 

driving by.  The Board stated it has no influence on Rush River.  Mark stated that Rush River’s 

meetings do not allow for open discussion and are held at 4:30 in the afternoon.  He would like 

someone do a traffic count.  Ky Kaminski spoke in support of Mark.  Ky stated that a permanent 

solution is needed.  The road becomes a washboard road in the winter.  Ky will have children 

going to school soon and it is not a good road for a school bus to drive on.  Chairman Taplin 

stated that Mark should talk to St. Croix County Hwy Department.  There are two miles of road 

here with both towns owning a mile.  Martell cannot do any maintenance on this road in 2022.  

Taplin also stated that residents should contact the state legislature.  Towns can only increase 

their levies by adding debt.  It costs $45,000 to seal coat one mile of road.  It costs $400,000 to 

do a mile of road correctly.          

 

The treasurer stated she received the Tax Collection agreement from the County Treasurer.  

Worsing moved to approve the agreement.  Olson seconded it.  Motion carried. 



 

 

Board 2022 Budget Workshop: 

The budget for 2022 will be similar to the budget for 2021 with the exception of categories 

where the Board anticipates an increase such as fire and ambulance costs and patrolman wages. 

 

Worsing motioned to adjourn the meeting; Olson seconded it.  Motion carried. 

 

Sara Cardwell, Clerk 


